222                  AMONG     OTHERS

Tliis was Mosley's year.  His brief impatient career
in the Labour Party was almost over now. Almost
as soon as he entered the Party, Local Labour Parties
had fought to secure him as their candidate. There
had been no interval of apprenticeship. Soon he was
as popular a platform figure as any one in the Party.
In the Government of 1929 he was Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster, specially charged, with Mr.
Thomas and Mr. Johnston, with the dire problem of
unemployment.   For months he was said to have
bombarded  Mi%  Thomas  with  memoranda.   At
last the final memorandum was submitted to the
Cabinet itself and after lying with it, unacted on by
the Government and unheard of by the outer world,
for many weeks, it had suddenly emerged as a major
Press sensation.  Before long it had torn the Party
with bitter dissension.    Mosley's  opponents de-
nounced the memorandum as a mere instrument of
his inordinate personal ambitions, his friends were
convinced that it contained a sovereign cure for
unemployment.   Neither supporter nor opponent
had read it*  At last Mosley had decided to appeal
from Cabinet and Parliament to the constituencies-
Copies of his Memorandum had been sent to the
Secretary of every local Party, inviting them to
instruct their delegates to support it at the Con-
ference,   It was known that Mosley's popularity
and the sense of frustration inspired by the soaring
totals  of unemployment  had  already won the
Memorandum a formidable following.   This was
the challenge to the leadership at Llandudno.  In
calmer moments every one who knew the Labour
Party was aware that it always followed its leaders;